“The Murder Trial of John Gordon”
The Movie
A movie by Ken Dooley and Piyush Patel.
Produced by Ken Dooley, Piyush Patel and Peter Martin.
Based on the stageplay, “Murder Trial of John Gordon,” Copyright (c)
2010 by Ken Dooley and Piyush Patel.

“The Murder Trial of John Gordon” - The Movie

Disclaimer
This document is confidential and is offered for discussion
purposes only.
It does not constitute an offering or a solicitation of
investment funds, and is merely an update on the feature
film project “The Murder Trial of John Gordon”.
While the information contained herein has been prepared in
good faith, no representation is or will be accepted by the
producers as to or in relation to the accuracy or
completeness of information or the achievement of any
future results, projections, estimates, prospects or returns
contained in this summary and any such liability is expressly
disclaimed.
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Synopsis
The Murder
On Dec. 31, 1843, Amasa Sprague was brutally bludgeoned to death. The gory
incident touched off the Gordon murder trial, an event which became the Rhode
Island version of the Sacco-Vanzetti case-- but here the defendants were Irish
Catholic immigrants rather than Italians.
Amasa Sprague was a powerful, wealthy and influential man. He was
administrator of the A & W Sprague industrial empire, a portion of which was
based in Cranston, RI. He personally supervised the Cranston complex at
Sprague’s Village (near the present Cranston Print Works) in the manner of a
feudal baron, with several hundred Irish men, women and children in his employ.
Amasa and his brother William, the United States senator from Rhode Island and
a former governor, had a disdain for the recent immigrants called the “low Irish.”
They did not let their prejudice stand in the way of hiring Irish immigrants who
toiled for meager wages in their textile mills.
Amasa was a strong and forceful personality. Sprague’s Village was his. He
owned the plant, the company houses, the company store, and the farm which
supplied that store. He even owned the church were the Protestant workers
worshipped.
On that fateful Sunday afternoon in late December, the 46-year old Amasa left his
mansion adjacent to his factory and began to walk northwest toward a large farm
he owned in the neighboring town of Johnson, a mile-and-a half distance, using a
shortcut.
Later that same day, Michael Costello, a handyman in the Sprague household,
took the same route and came upon Sprague’s bloodied body. He had been shot
in the right forearm and then brutally beaten to death. The sixty dollars found in
the victim’s pocket seemed to eliminate robbery as a motive, making the murder
appear to be one of hatred or revenge.
Suspicion immediately centered on the Gordon family, a clan of Irish immigrants
who were particularly hostile towards the strong-willed Yankee industrialist.
Nicholas Gordon, the family’s earliest arrival, had emigrated from Ireland
sometime in the mid-1830s, settled in Cranston and opened a small store near
Sprague’s Village, where he sold groceries, notions and miscellaneous items. He
then expanded his business by obtaining a license to sell liquor.
Liquor sales proved so popular in the dreary mill village that in 1843 Nicholas
was able to finance the migration of his family -- his aged mother; his sister; three
brothers, John, William and Robert and a niece -- from Ireland to America.
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But Gordon’s liquor sales also produced a confrontation with Amasa Sprague,
who felt the intoxicating brew was adversely affecting the productivity of his
factory hands. Thus Sprague used his political weight in June, 1843, to block a
renewal of Nicholas Gordon’s liquor license.
Tempers flared and harsh words were exchanged because of this incident, and
consequently the Gordon brothers became prime suspects in Amasa Sprague’s
murder. Three Gordon brother were promptly indicted on circumstantial evidence
-- John and William for murder and Nicholas for being an accessory before the
fact.
Nicholas had been in Providence on the day of the murder, first at Mass and later
at a Christening. The implication was that Nicholas had planned the murder and
had imported his brothers from Ireland for that purpose.
The Trial
The trial of John and William was conducted in the spring of 1844 before a 12man jury devoid of Irish Catholics. At the outset, William Gordon definitely
established that he was elsewhere when the crime was committed. Attorney
General Joseph M. Blake and prosecutor William H. Potter zeroed in on the
hapless 29-year old John Gordon, who could not prove his whereabouts.
The evidence, which was entirely circumstantial, consisted primarily of the fact
that the murderer had a shoe size and a stride similar to John’s, that a broken
gun was found which allegedly belonged to Nicholas and that a bloodstained
coat found at the scene was worn earlier that day by John.
The “blood” was later proven to be madder dye used in coloring textiles. Nicholas
denied that the gun found at the scene was his but admitted that he had kept a
gun in the store. The missing gun was the state’s most damaging evidence.
The Irish communities in Providence and Cranston rallied to the support of the
Gordons and raised money for their defense. John P. Knowles, a Protestant
attorney, agreed to defend the Gordons, a courageous decision that cost him his
health and career.
The Gordons proclaimed their innocence, and Knowles defended them brilliantly.
He was also able to establish that the real murderer was Bib Peter, a huge
Irishman who had been fired by Amasa Sprague three days before the murder.
He disappeared on the day of the murder and was never found.
One of the state’s key witnesses was a recognized prostitute who claimed to be a
close friend of William and John. When the defense asked her to identify the two
men in court, she became confused and pointed out John as William and William
and John.
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The Providence Journal didn’t report this mistake and failed to report any of the
damaging testimony against prosecution witnesses throughout the trial.
When the testimony concluded, Chief Justice Job Durfee gave a charge to the
jury in which he called the killing the “most atrocious” crime that had ever come
to his attention. Durfee also drew a distinction between the testimony of nativeborn witness and that of the Gordons “countrymen,” implying that the latter were
less credible.
The jury apparently took Durfee’s advice, leaving the box at 6:30 p.m. on April 17
and returning one hour and fifteen minutes later with a verdict of guilty for John
and freedom for William. When John was sentenced to death, he turned to his
brother and said, “William it was you who have hanged me.”
Two weeks before the execution, William went to John Knowles and admitted he
had gone to the store after hearing about the murder and hidden Nicholas’ gun.
Armed with this new evidence, Knowles made an appeal to the October session
of the court, but the justices rejected it. Then Knowles petitioned the General
Assembly for a reprieve and a commutation of sentence. The petition was
rejected, but the narrowness of the margin indicated growing doubts concerning
the fairness of the trial.
Time was running out for John Gordon, and Governor James Fencer was not
sympathetic to a stay of execution.
The Execution
When no reprieve was granted, John Gorton was hanged on Feb. 14, 1845 in the
yard of the state prison. In those final moments, Father John Brady, tried to
console him: “Have courage, John,” said his confessor. “You are going to join the
noble band of martyrs of your countrymen who have suffered before at the shrine
of bigotry and prejudice.”
The funeral of John Gordon was attended by Irish from miles around, some
journeying from New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Connecticut. According to
observers, it took all day for the long procession to pass the home were John’s
body had been taken.
The controversial trial left many questions unanswered, including the distinct
possibility that William Sprague may have murdered his brother to gain control of
the family fortune. The compelling attitude was that the evidence fell far short of
the required standard of reasonable doubt.
Nicholas Gordon was later freed after two juries deadlocked on the question of
his guilt, but he never recovered form the personal calamity of his younger
brother’s death or from his own confinement in the damp cove-side prison.
Broken in health, he took to excessive drink and suffered a premature death.
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Meanwhile, numerous mass meetings were held in Providence to protest the
continuance of capital punishment.
The execution of John Gordon had a permanent impact on Rhode Island law and
politics, and it stands today as one of the darker episodes in its history. Seldom
before or since has the cause of justice or the spirit of religious toleration
implanted here by Roger Williams received such a severe jolt as it did on the day
John Gorton was hanged.
The Legal Impact
In 1852, just seven years after Gordon’s hanging, and in large part because of it,
Rhode Island became the second state in the nation to abolish capital
punishment. The General Assembly would later reinstate mandatory death
penalty for persons incarcerated for life who commit murder while incarcerated
and in 1973 extended it to all incarcerated persons who commit murder while
incarcerated. No one was put to death under those policies, though, and in 1979
capital punishment was declared unconstitutional by the Rhode Island Supreme
Court. John Gordon remains the last person executed by the State of Rhode
Island.

The Play
“The Murder Trial of John Gordon” opened on January 14, 2011 at the Park
Theatre in Cranston, Rhode Island.
The play was written by author and Newport resident, Ken Dooley. Attending this
play multiple time, talking to many Rhode Island historians, and reading a lot of
the background material made Representative Peter Martin, also a Newport
resident, very aware of the facts of the case.
Representative Martin suggested that he introduce a formal resolution in the
Rhode Island House of Representatives that would request that Governor
Chafee grant a pardon for John Gordon.
A petition to support that request was signed by over 4,000 attendees.
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The Hearing

Photo by Providence Journal

A House Resolution was submitted and referred to the House Judiciary
Committee. The facts of the case were reviewed in a hearing on May 4, 2011.
Testimony regarding the trial was provided by Rhode Island historians: Patrick
Conley, Scott Molloy, and Don Deignan; Legal experts: John Hardiman and
Michael DiLauro from the RI Public Defenders office, Author Ken Dooley and
Director Pamela Lambert.
Many of the 23 actors who had appeared in the play attended the hearing.
The resolution to request the pardon was supported by the Committee on a 13 to
0 vote. On May 11, it was passed unanimously [70 to 0] by the full body of the
House of Representatives and was transferred to the Rhode Island Senate for
affirmation.

The Pardon
On Wednesday, June 29, 2011, ceremony was held at the Old State House in
Providence, in the same room that John Gordon was tried and found guilty in
1844.
The Governor signed a gubernatorial proclamation granting Gordon a full and
complete pardon.
“John Gordon was put to death after a highly questionable judicial process and
based on no concrete evidence,” Governor Chafee said. “There is no question he
was not given a fair trial. Today we are trying to right that injustice.”
“John Gordon’s wrongful execution was a major factor in Rhode Island’s abolition
of and longstanding opposition to the death penalty,” Governor Chafee
continued. “Today, as we pardon John Gordon, we also recognize and uphold
that commitment.”
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Representative Martin added:
“I sponsored this bill because I came to understand that an innocent man was
forced to suffer the terror, despair and humiliation of a public execution and that
society and government will remain complicit if the record of judgment of that
travesty of Rhode Island history is not corrected. Today, we have righted a wrong
and we have done the just thing.”

The Public Reaction
The pardon of John Gordon attracted world-wide attention. The story appeared
immediately in over 500 new sources, including publications in Ireland, England,
and Turkey.
There was a celebration at the St. Mary's Cemetery in Pawtucket on Saturday,
October 8, 2011. It was put on by the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, Father
Bernie O'Rielly, who played the part of the priest in the stage play, gave the
Homily.
The following day there was be a dedication of a granite flagstone in memory of
John Gordon at a ceremony at the Rhode Island Irish Famine Memorial.
http://www.rifaminememorial.com

John Gordon memorial placed in St. Mary's Cemetery in Pawtucket by the
Pawtucket Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.
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The inscription on the John Gordon memorial reads:
John Gordon
Born in Ireland
Died 2/14/1845 - Providence, RI
This stone placed in his honor by his fellow Irishmen
and those who cared to right a wrong done unto him"
'Forgiveness is the ultimate revenge.'
October 8th, 2011
The Song:
A song, “The Ballad of John Gordon” was written and recorded by the Tom
Lanigan Band. It was performed at the St. Mary’s Cemetery celebration.
The Medallion:

A medallion was designed [and copyrighted] and manufactured by Ed Johnson of
Universal Plating, Inc., River Street, Providence. The production version of this is
made of pewter. The lettering on the back of the medallion is black.
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The Website:
Representative Martin, who is also a website developer, added a segment to his
own website, www.stacyhouse.com in order to provide one consolidated source
of information regarding the hanging of John Gordon, the legislation to exonerate
him, the experts who have testified on his behalf, and the play which sparked this
effort.
The Book:
After attending the “Murder Trial of John Gordon” play, author Paul F. Caranci
developed an interest in this case and went to work on additional historical
research. The result of his work was the publication of his book, “The Hanging
and Redemption of John Gordon, the true story of Rhode Island’s last
execution” [History Press, Charleston, SC - 2013].

Creative Team
Andy has triple duties directing/writing/producing The Tehuacan Project, a
tender story about deaf children defying incredible obstacles in rural Mexico.
Adrien Brody narrates with Esai Morales and Brad Pitt serving as executive
producers. !
He received critical a claim for his feature film Intermedio, a supernatural thriller
starring Edward Furlong (Terminator 2, American History X) and Amber
Benson (Buffy the Vampire Slayer) and the multi-award winning short film,
Little Cuba.
As a client of Brillstein Entertainment and Innovative Artists, Lauer has direct
access to stop level actors, producers and film Distribution companies.
Executive Producer - Ken Dooley
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Ken Dooley is the screenwriter and Executive Producer of “The Murder Trial of
John Gordon”. He wrote “The Murder Trial of John Gordon”, based on the trial
of the last person executed in Rhode Island. As a result of the play, Rhode Island
Governor Lincoln Chafee signed a pardon for John Gordon last June. He recently
completed a screenplay based on his original play.
Dooley wrote and directed a play based on the life of Red Auerbach entitled "The
Auerbach Dynasty," Jeff Gill, the actor who played Red Auerbach, received the
best actor award from the Critics of New England for 2011.
His recent plays include Kristalnach in Cranston, and Love Nests and Side
Effects, both of which will open at the Theater at Hollywood & Vine, Plymouth,
MA, in 2013.
He recently completed a book, "Judgment at Yokohama" based on a real life
incident involving the capture and execution of Lt. Robert E. Thorpe during WWII.
Thorpe, a Cranston native, was a neighbor of Dooley in Edgewood, Rhode
Island.
Dooley has written 37 other books, including MBA: Management by Auerbach,
the biography of Red Auerbach, famed president and coach of the Boston
Celtics.
Dooley co-founded the America's Cup Hall of Fame in Bristol, RI. He wrote and
directed "The Herreshoff Legacy", a one hour film based on the lives of
Nathanael and John Herreshoff, the men who designed and built the early
America's Cup Defenders in Bristol, RI.
Dooley grew up in Cranston, Rhode Island and graduated from La Salle
Academy and Providence College. He now lives in Newport, RI, birthplace of his
mother who grew up during the Gilded Age.
Business Development - Peter Martin
In addition to his work as a Rhode Island State Representative, Peter Martin has
a strong background in marketing, project management and computer
technology. This became apparent when he decided to add a “John Gordon”
section to his personal website: www.stacyhouse.com.
His site has been acknowledged by author Patrick T. Conley in his book,
“People, Places, Laws and Lore of the Ocean State - a Rhode Island
Historical Sampler”, Rhode Island Publications Society, Providence 2012.

11_28_2013_John Gordon Summary.pages!

Page 13 of 20

“The Murder Trial of John Gordon” - The Movie

“.. the technically proficient Martin has preserved the entire campaign to
exonerate John Gordon, with its international ramifications and coverage, on a
website he created: http://www.stacyhouse.com/@John_Gordon/
mainpage.htm”
Peter Martin is a native of Newport. He graduated from De La Salle Academy
and Providence College. He attended graduate school at Boston College and
later earned an MBA from Bryant University. After many years of corporate
business travel, he retired to Newport, RI in 2000.
His knowledge, dedication, experience and skills resulted in him being asked to
become an integral part of the movie production team.1

Sites and Resources
The following properties are available to us:
The Old State House

Located in Providence, this is the actual site where the Gordon brothers were
tried. It is now under the control of the Rhode Island Historical Preservation &
Heritage Commission, the state agency for historical preservation and heritage
programs.
http://www.preservation.ri.gov/about/old_state_house.php
Cranston locations
The Sprague Mansion, home of Amasa Sprague. This is the same location to
which his body was returned after he was murdered. It is now operated by the
Cranston Historical Society. http://cranstonhistoricalsociety.org/
mansioninside.html
1

Also a talented musician, Martin played a harmonica part on the recording of the “Ballad of John
Gordon:
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The historic A & W Mill, owned and operated by Amasa and his brother, William
Sprague. The original structure still stands.
Homes in the “White Village,” company housing where Irish employees who
worked at the mill lived.

Talent
Attached:
Eric Lutes as William Sprague

An imposing man, William Sprague was elected to the US House of
Representatives in 1836 and b became governor of RI in 1838 and US Senator
in 1842. He was a secretive man, reticent and seldom showing emotions. He was
known to be unscrupulous, shrewd and practical as well as autocratic.
Pursuing
Richard Gere as John Knowles

Richard Gere as John Knowles. A courageous Protestant attorney who put his
career at risk by defending Irish immigrants. His brilliant cross-examination
actually identified the real murderer of Amasa Sprague.
Wendy Malik as Patricia Knowles
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Wendy Malik as Patricia Knowles, wife of John Knowles, who opposes her
husband’s agreement to defend three Irishmen.
Olympia Dukakis as Ellen Gordon

Olympia Dukakis as Ellen Gordon. Mother of John, Nicholas and William Gordon
she is a timid, confused woman. Her testimony on the night of the murder led to
the arrest of her sons.
Lea Thompson as Susan Field

Lea Thompson as Susan Field, a Providence prostitute who served as the
prosecution’s main witness. She claimed she saw John Gordon warning the coat
found at the murder scene on the day of the murder.
James Woods as Amasa Sprague

Sprague ran the A&W Mill like a feudal lord, controlling everything the lives of his
Irish employees from birth to death.
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Chris Cooper as Job Durfee

Job Durfee was appointed Chief Justice by then Governor William Sprague.
Durfee’s handling of the case was the main reason why John Gordon was
executed. His charge to the jury was filled with prejudice, distortions and lies.
Matthew Modine as Joseph Blake, Attorney General of Rhode Island

Blake convinced a grand jury to return an indictment of murder against William
and John Gordon and conspiracy to commit murder against Nicholas Gordon.

Production and Marketing Plan
The pardon of John Gordon was carried in more than 70 newspapers ranging
from Russia to Turkey, from Iran to China. This means the movie has a worldwide which means the movie will have a world-wide audience.
We have developed a budget that is high enough to accomplish our production
goals without compromising the quality of the project, yet low enough to make
investor recoupment a more realistic goal than on a big studio picture.
Through an intelligent story, “The Murder Trial of John Gordon” has a balanced
mix of suspense, compassion and compelling characters. Our audience will be
drawn into an intense world of historic ethical and social disarray. Original in style
and structure the film will prove to be as provoking as it is entertaining.
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“The Murder Trial of John Gordon” is a project that can stand out in a crowded
marketplace and bring a return to its investors. Investors will play a key role in
creating a marketable commodity while making a major contribution to the Rhode
Island economy.
We strongly believe that intelligence and entertainment value can go hand in
hand.
Genre:
Epic/Romance
Budget:
$3.5 million [minus $875,000 tax credit].
Tech:
112 Scenes
Shooting Schedule
27 Days
Loan Amount
$3.5 million: Desired Loan Terms: TBD based on lenders/investors criteria.
Revenue Streams:
The Producers will deriving revenues from a combination of all or most of the
following revenue streams:
Domestic Box Office
The domestic theatrical release is considered primary because it is the most
potentially profitable, and it is generally the first in the sequence of release
windows. A positive performance in this market enhances the film's value in other
markets.
“The Murder Trial of John Gordon” will receive a specialized release, opening
in Providence, RI most likely in a theatre which sits on a location immediately
next to location of the execution of John Gordon.
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The film would then be released in other key cities, such as Boston, New York
and Los Angeles. This type of distribution is the most efficient and cost-effective
method in reaching the audience for “The Murder Trial of John Gordon”.
A strong emphasis will be placed on publicity and reviews in order to reach our
audience in a low-cost manner.
Foreign Box office
Independent American films have found a growing audience around the world.
This is partially attributable to the fact that many American specialty films share a
similar storytelling sensibility to foreign films. Markets with each foreign territory
include theatrical release, television and home video.
The booming home video industry is a huge money-making market, and adds
one more aspect of a profit return for investors. Home video release traditionally
follows domestic theatrical distribution and the amount of units shipped is based
on the film's box office performance. “The Murder Trial of John Gordon”“ has
the potential to attract a world-wide audience.
Cable Television
The cable TV field continues to be one of the fastest growing entertainment
industries. Due to the great number of channels on the air, programmers are in
constant need of new and different films. In addition, there has been a
proliferation of channels dedicated to independent films, including Bravo's
Independent Channel, Cinemax's Vanguard Cinema and Showtime's Sundance
Film Channel. These channels have been developed as a forum for films that fall
outside the mainstream programming requirements of the larger pay cable
channels, such as HBO and Showtime.
Film Festivals/Markets
“The Murder Trial of John Gordon” will be submitted to all the applicable film
festivals and competitions and screened at all relevant film markets. Festivals
and markets are fertile ground for exposure. Their popularity grows every year,
with almost every major distributor sending representatives in search of product.
Targeted film festivals will include New Directors/New Films, the Los Angeles
Film Festival, Telluride, Toronto, Sundance, the Independent Feature Film
Market, Cannes, and the Rhode Island Film Festival.
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Sources of Revenue:
The Producers believe that “The Murder Trial of John Gordon” will generate
revenues across all of the revenue streams listed above. Typical sources of
revenues are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

22% comes from domestic box office
22% from international box office
22% from domestic home video
14% from international home video
12% from domestic TV (pay and free)
8% from international TV

Additional Revenue Streams
Franchise Licensing, Products and Collectibles. Memorabilia from the Gilded Age
includes China, books, photography, boat models, car and carriage models

Return on Investment
Recoupment
Investors will participate at various levels in the revenues generated from each of
these sources, and other sources that are yet to be determined.
Based on our timeline, the sale and distribution of the film should occur in late
2014. Investors will be the first to receive money from the film and recuperate
their investment plus a 20% return beginning in 2014.
Profit Sharing
After all the investors have recouped their initial investment plus a 20% return,
50% of the Net Profits will be split between all investors of the film. The
producers and talent will split the remaining 50%
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